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Dear Church Family, 

     As I sit here and write this April newsletter message, 

I long for the opportunities we normally have to join in 

fellowship, worship together, share meals, join in 

studies, and all of our community activities.  I would 

love to be writing about the various activities and 

services we had planned for Holy Week and for Easter.  We are 

working on having services available to you for Friday night’s 

Tenebrae service and Easter Sunday services, but it will all be 

online.  This has been quite a learning curve for us as we figure out 

new skills with video equipment, video editing, and getting the 

results to a place you can access.  I want to thank the staff for all 

the ways they are helping out from their homes.  Though we are 

separated from one another, still we pull services together.   

Holy Week is always a bittersweet time in my mind.  We have 

the very last week of Jesus’ ministry and all the events that lead up 

to the crucifixion.  Jesus’ time in Jerusalem is about his final 

teaching, demonstrating and instituting God’s will.  Jesus invites his 

disciples to a better relationship with God in clearing the temple.  

He shows them how to care for one another by washing their feet, 

and by giving his life to heal their relationship with their God.  Of 

course, Jesus didn’t do these things just for the disciples.  In the 

end, Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is for all of us.  God’s 

sending the Son to be among us and to teach us was part of God’s 

so loving the world.  Jesus humbles himself to become human, and 

to be the innocent victim of human attempts to solve its problems 

through violence and sacrifice.   

We are in a time when so much in is up in the air.  How do we 

understand what is going on in our nation and the world in 

relationship to this novel coronavirus?  What will this disruption 

mean for us in the long term?  How does this time test our faith 

and press us into new ways of seeing and thinking?   

The disciples went through incredible turmoil as they journeyed 

with Jesus through this week.  Eventually they all deserted him 

when he was arrested.  Then Peter denied him, claiming he did not 

know the man.  Finally, at least some of them ended up at the foot 

of the cross and saw Jesus suffer and die.  They knew a despair 

that was incredibly deep.  Jesus endured the depths of human 
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Watch First Presbyterian Church of Moscow’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/

moscowfirstpres/ for the latest church updates and information, plus Pastor Norman’s daily 

devotion.  Our website is also a good source of information: http://fpcmoscow.org/ 

Pastor Norman also invites anyone who would like to chat with him to join him on Zoom 

from 11 a.m. til noon, Monday through Thursday, at https://zoom.us/j/414470059  Meeting 

ID: 414 470 059.   

The church office is closed until further notice, but if you contact us by email or leave a 

phone message, we will get back to you as soon as possible.  

suffering.  This is a week that reminds us God knows our suffering and our fears.  God enters 

into the depths of our experience and our rejection of the very grace and love God offers.  

God experiences human burial, not only the physical event, but the attempt to bury the 

ministry and teaching of Jesus. 

The worst that could be done to Jesus does not stop God’s love, does not stop what God is 

up to, does not accept human limitations or mortality as final, but breaks through it all with a 

resurrection.  God is not buried away in a tomb, or by human rejection or apathy.  God 

reveals that new life and eternal life are God’s to give.  God is not going to leave us alone, in 

either way that phrase can be taken.  God will not leave us by ourselves, but comes into our 

world and provides us the Spirit to comfort, move, and challenge us.  God will not leave us 

alone in that God will continue to engage us, to invite us, and to love us despite our rebellious 

and selfish ways.  God offers us a chance to transform into followers of Jesus, ones that begin 

to show the grace and love of God, of which Jesus was so clearly the embodiment. 

This week and this Easter season are not about what the virus does or does not do to us.  

This week is about God inviting us to realize that whatever the circumstances, we are given 

the love and grace of God in Jesus and can become those that show that love and grace in 

our lives.  This week is about our reconciliation with God and our transformation into the 

people of God—a resurrection people, a people that live again despite the struggles and 

uncertainties of human life.  We will know the resurrection through our faith in Jesus and the 

grace of our God.   

May you live into the resurrection and know the wonder of God’s love and grace. 

 ~ Pastor Norman 
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Flowering the Cross 

The Easter cross will be outside the front door of the church on Easter 

Sunday for those who would like to bring a flower from their garden 

sometime during the day to place on the cross.  Please observe social 

distancing when flowering the cross. 

https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres/
https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres/
http://fpcmoscow.org/
https://zoom.us/j/414470059


Our Maundy Thursday (7 p.m.), Good Friday Tenebrae (7 pm.), and Easter Sunday (10:30 

a.m.) services, and our 10:30 a.m. Sunday services for the foreseeable future will be done 

online.  We are still trying to figure out the best way to do this, so please bear with us.  

Updated links will be sent out by email.  At this time, you will either find the service or a link to 

the service in these places: 

• Weekly Friday emails (contact office@fpcmoscow.org to subscribe) 

• The Moscow First Presbyterian Church website: http://fpcmoscow.org 

You may also download a service bulletin and announcement page from the 

website so that you may more easily follow along with the service.  Transcripts 

of Norman’s sermons may also be found on the website—look for “Sermons” on 

the Quick Link menu on the left side of the home page.  Feel free to download 

and print the sermons. 

• The First Presbyterian Church of Moscow Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres/ 

• Zoom:  https://zoom.us/j/171342593?

pwd=Wk1mTnBSTWtxa2RBZjBIN3RKSlVGdz09  Meeting ID: 171 342 593  

 

Videos of past services may be found at one of these links 

• YouTube, First Presbyterian Church of Moscow channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag 

• YouTube, Pastor Norman Fowler’s channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCIeIST3ocNAabxys86-MOLA 

 

Each week, we will post a new outline for an at-home Taizé service.  You may find this on 

the home page of our church website: http://fpcmoscow.org.  The outline will contain prayers, 

scriptures, and links to music.  Just add candles. 

Virtual Worship 
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Are you sheltering in place and in need of someone to run errands?  

Our caring volunteers are ready to help.  And if you become ill, let us at 

the church know, so we can pray for you and, if needed, bring meals or 

run errands while you are ill.  Please contact your deacon, Deacon 

Moderator Susan Billin at 208-310-1151 or susan.billin@gmail.com, 

Delaney Piper at delaneypiper19@gmail.com, or the church office at 

208-882-4122 or office@fpcmoscow.org.   

Deacons/Caring Angel Network   

mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
http://fpcmoscow.org/
https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres/
https://www.facebook.com/moscowfirstpres/
https://zoom.us/j/171342593?pwd=Wk1mTnBSTWtxa2RBZjBIN3RKSlVGdz09
https://zoom.us/j/171342593?pwd=Wk1mTnBSTWtxa2RBZjBIN3RKSlVGdz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCzTiJBUb4fHAgVPGn5rgag
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIeIST3ocNAabxys86-MOLA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIeIST3ocNAabxys86-MOLA
http://fpcmoscow.org/
mailto:susan.billin@gmail.com
mailto:delaneypiper19@gmail.com
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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Food Not Bombs is serving 100+ carry out meals from the FPC kitchen every Sunday night to 

local families and individuals who are food insecure.  They desperately need your clean, reusable 

plastic containers, which they will sterilize, and use for carry-out. We have moved our FPC 

grocery cart outside to the Fellowship Hall entrance (southwest corner of parking lot) to facilitate 

"drop off" of your containers.  Please share this need with friends to get the word out! Moscow 

FPC, 405 S. Van Buren. 

Just a short note to say thank-you to the following crew that took time out of their busy 

schedules to help with spring clean-up at church in early March:  Sally Amador, Pat Carey, Steve 

Bergmann, Warren Case, Ibe Cole, Tom Richards, Lee Rosen, Kathy Warren and Ed Schaper. 

The Board of Deacons will have a meeting on the 3rd Monday, April 20 via ZOOM.  Deacons will 

receive an e-mail link and instructions for joining the meeting. 

Congratulations to Richard Crawford and Finn Benson, scouts from our Troop 344, who earned 

the rank of Eagle Scout on March 5 and 12, respectively.  Aaron Ulliman’s Eagle Court of Honor 

has been postponed, date to be determined. 

Our Finance Committee reminds us that while we can’t put our offerings in the plate on Sunday 

morning, bills are still coming in and payroll must be met.  They urge each of us to please send 

pledges, special offerings, and other donations in one of these ways: 

• Give online using Tithe.ly, a secure online giving service, at https://tithe.ly/give?

c=982246.  Tithe.ly offers the choice of using credit, debit or direct bank transfers 

(ACH), will allow you to set up recurring giving if you wish, and will furnish giving 

reports.   

• Mail your contribution to First Presbyterian Church, 405 S. Van Buren,  

Moscow, ID 83843 

“Send a Note”  It always feels good to know someone cares.  Here’s an easy way to 

communicate with residents of Good Samaritan Village, as that facility is now closed to outside 

visitors.  You can help residents feel loved by sending a note to someone who lives there.  Send 

a birthday greeting, get-well wish, or thinking-of-you message to your favorite resident using 

our FREE “send-a-note” feature.  You don’t even need a stamp!  Just complete the online form, 

and it will be printed out and delivered to your friend or loved one.  https://www.good-sam.com/

locations/moscow-village/send-a-note.  

 

As of February 29, 2020 
 
    February     YTD 
Receipts $ 46,279 $ 79,151 
Disbursements $ 26,655 $ 53,397 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  $ 25,754 

Cash Balance (checking/savings)  $ 57,915 * 
 
*Includes prepaid pledges for 2020 at $2,602 

Finance Report 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
https://tithe.ly/give?c=982246
https://www.good-sam.com/locations/moscow-village/send-a-note
https://www.good-sam.com/locations/moscow-village/send-a-note
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“Dada, when can we go to see Grandma and Papa?” 

“Buddy, we need to wait until after the virus.” 

“I thought the virus was just in Moscow...  Are Grandma and Papa gonna die?” 

I had this conversation with Isaac (five years old) while delivering coffee on Monday.  He 

was getting impatient in the back of the car and was irritated by how many places he saw out 

of his window that he wanted to visit.  Ultimately, he decided we needed to flee the virus and 

go see his beloved grandparents.  Go where he could play, spend more time outside, and visit 

stores to buy toys.  He was shocked that others were at risk.  His response about my parents 

was the first time in this whole mess that he showed fear.  It broke me.  

I suspect that many of us parents have had moments like this.  Moments where our kids 

have suddenly, and shockingly, shown fear.  We are also adjusting to no school.  How do we 

balance work with being newly deputized homeschool teachers?  Social media shows us 

parents with perfect living rooms and daily schedules.  How do we hold up?  

Like in all things, we hold up with Jesus and with community.  We cling to the incarnated 

God, the one who understands.  We cling to each other: text messages, Zoom calls, 

Facebook, etc.  We are allowed to break.  We are allowed to struggle.  We are allowed to 

laugh.  We are allowed to ask for help.  We are allowed to help others (with safety, of course).  

Normally, I would end this with a calendar, but like the rest of the world our calendar is 

in shambles.  I do, however, want you to know that most family structures are moving online.  

Zoom versions of Youth Group and After College are happening.  Parents have a “Slack” 

channel to laugh, pray, chat, and lament.  I am posting prayer activities for kids, and 

Children’s Sermons every Sunday morning.  

I am also trying new things: Morning Prayer on Zoom, and game nights.  I will note that 

morning prayer has become essential to me during isolation.  God has been giving me a 

stable grounding...a space to be okay with being so unsettled.  The hope is simple: keeping us 

connected and supported.  

Recently, someone said to me: “With all these Zoom meetings, people are going to see 

how dirty my house is”.  Yes, I hope we do.  I hope in some mysterious way, we can grow in 

intimacy even in distance.  I hope that we can become better known by God and each other.  

 ~ Jeremiah  

Jeremiah Nealon, Director of Family Ministry   aslanscountry@gmail.com

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com


News & Views Page 6  

Vital Community Conversations 

You may have heard about Vital Community Conversations (VCC), the ongoing effort 

to engage our community in conversations about important issues.  Presently, the focus of 

these discussion is the effects of the coronavirus on our community.  On March 31, Mayor 

Bill Lambert, County Commissioner Tom Lamar, and North Central Public Health Director 

Carol Moehrle spoke to a Zoom audience.  They gave updates on what is happening in our 

region, what we might expect, and encouraged us to help one another out in this time of 

crisis.  You may find links to a video of the discussion, as well as COVID-19 resources 

information at http://fpcmoscow.org/vital-community-conversations.aspx.   

The next VCC, Taking Action Together: Meeting Community Needs During the COVID-

19 Pandemic, will be Tuesday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m.  Grassroots organizations and 

community members will interact to address local needs during COVID-19.  Conversations 

will focus on four topics.  Deeper discussions for each gap topic are scheduled for April 15-

18.  https://zoom.us/j/360620949 

Information Sources for Coronavirus 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov 

The World Health Organization: www.who.int 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: www.hhs.gov 

Public Health Idaho North Central Region:  https://www.idahopublichealth.com/district-2/
novel-coronavirus 

City of Moscow: https://www.ci.moscow.id.us/ 

Moscow Chamber of Commerce: http://www.moscowchamber.com/ 

Palouse COVID-19 Mutual Aid  

Homebound?  Not comfortable making a trip to the grocery store or pharmacy, or not 

sure how you'll manage with kids home from school?  Need help covering the cost of 

groceries or other necessities right now?  Help is available!   

Mutual Aid is a grassroots collective of volunteers from the Palouse, organized by 

Delaney Piper in cooperation with Moscow Interfaith Alliance.  It’s neighbors helping 

neighbors, reaching out in care, love, and compassion.  For more information, to volunteer 

your time, or for an online Request Support form for grocery/supplies deliveries, visit the 

Palouse COVID-19 Mutual Aid Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/

palouse.covid19.mutual.aid/  or contact Delaney at 

delaneypiper19@gmail.com 

As lost wages and increased medical expenses begin to impact 

area families, Mutual Aid will provide funding for groceries/supplies 

to those in need.  You may help Mutual Aid’s fundraising efforts 

through GoFundMe: https://www.gofundme.com/f/palouse-covid19-

support.  You may also donate directly to the Moscow Interfaith 

Association: Palouse COVID-19 Mutual Aid, and mail your check to 

First Presbyterian Church, c/o Norman Fowler, 405 S. Van Buren St., 

Moscow ID 83843. 

http://fpcmoscow.org/vital-community-conversations.aspx
https://zoom.us/j/360620949
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.who.int/
http://www.hhs.gov/
https://www.idahopublichealth.com/district-2/novel-coronavirus
https://www.idahopublichealth.com/district-2/novel-coronavirus
https://www.ci.moscow.id.us/
http://www.moscowchamber.com/
https://www.facebook.com/palouse.covid19.mutual.aid/
https://www.facebook.com/palouse.covid19.mutual.aid/
mailto:delaneypiper19@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/palouse-covid19-support
https://www.gofundme.com/f/palouse-covid19-support
https://www.facebook.com/palouse.covid19.mutual.aid/photos/a.101606548148302/101606521481638/?type=3
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Deacons’ Spotlight  

There is an angel among us at First Presbyterian Church, Moscow, and each of us has 

been the recipient of her many gifts of service, compassion, kindness, listening ear, and her 

ever faithful prayers.  That angel is known to us as Kathy Pitman, and each of us has been 

touched, though you may not even know, by her many acts of Christian love.   

Kathy and her husband Bruce came to Moscow and First Presbyterian Church in 1973 

from Indiana, where they had met while attending Purdue University.  Kathy and Bruce have 

three children, Andrew, Evan and Bridget, and two grandchildren.  Kathy spent her career in 

public education as a teacher, school counselor, and student teacher supervisor.   

Kathy grew up in Milwaukee and Cleveland.  One of her earliest 

church memories, as a young child, was being taken to church for 

Sunday School and being left on the church doorstep.  Her parents 

had forgotten about Daylight Savings time and no one was at 

church!  At that point, her parents decided they needed to start 

attending church as well!  Kathy was inspired by her mother in her 

faith journey, and vividly recalls her mother being ordained as an 

elder in the Presbyterian church.  Seared in her memory is the 

beautiful image of her very pregnant mother kneeling, as was 

required, for her ordination.   

With the current requirement of “social distancing” in place, Kathy has felt a hole in her 

life these past weeks at not being able to connect in person with her church family.  In 

reflecting on a few FPC members who have greatly impacted her life, she mentioned Malcolm 

and Carol Renfrew, Norma Lewis, Erv Rymes, and Nancy and Darrel Bozett. 

One scripture in which Kathy finds great comfort comes from 2 Corinthians 12:10 “For 

when I am weak, then I am strong,” a powerful reminder of God’s abiding grace.   

Kathy has served FPC as both a Deacon and Elder, and she currently sings in the choir, 

teaches adult Sunday School, and is a Steven Minister.  She and Bruce both helped to 

establish Family Promise of the Palouse and are actively involved in supporting it.   

When not involved in serving and caring for others, Kathy enjoys reading, gardening, 

travel and sports—Go Mariners, Seahawks, Purdue Boilermakers, & Vandals!!  

Thank you, Kathy, for the many, many ways in which you care for and serve others, truly 

the hands and feet of God! 

 ~ Ellen Johansen, Deacon 

 

Daily Devotions Available 

We have a supply of Our Daily Bread devotion booklets available.  If you would like to 

have one, contact the church office, 208-882-4122 or office@fpcmoscow.org, and we will drop 

one in the mail one to you.  We can also mail sermon transcripts to you on request. 

Pastor Norman has been posting a daily devotion on Facebook.  If you don’t “do” 

Facebook, we can email the devotion to you each day.  Again, contact the church office to be 

added to this list. 

mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org


405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 


