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     This time of year, I begin to contemplate gray.  In 

the gray of winter, I wonder about vibrancy and where 

it is found.  Perhaps I should be allowing the gray to 

help me learn to see subtleties.  I think I grew up 

expecting lots of contrast and high definition with 

brilliant colors.  So, I wonder what I might learn from 

the gray.  This little excursus into gray reminds me of 

human longing.  Sometimes we may learn to appreciate something 

we initially did not, though I am still working on the gray days of 

winter.  My guess is that some things we long for are somehow 

built into being human.   

According to Philippians, when Jesus became human, he 

humbled himself.  In contrast, I wonder if most of us, in finding 

ourselves human, want to elevate ourselves to become more than 

mere mortals.  Perhaps for a portion of our lives most of us do not 

contemplate mortality too much.  Like gray, most of us would like 

to ignore it and look to that which furthers a common wish that we 

might be beyond the need to worry about mortality.  Gray does not 

make me feel free of mortality - quite the opposite.  Gray somehow 

feels humbling, reducing the dreams of being a superhero to quiet 

wonderings about who I might be.  Wondering if I, too, am just 

another shade of gray.   

One avenue capable of sating the desire to be great which I 

have considered is acquiring as much knowledge as possible.  I 

think I thought the more I knew, the less mortal I was, and the 

more I could join the ranks of the Titans.  This was a myth just as 

the Titans were, of course.  Yet, I have felt like somehow 

knowledge gives us power to reshape the world.  I felt our 

knowledge would allow us to create a new heaven and a new earth.  

I hoped to discover what was ‘right’ through knowledge, and be 

‘someone’ as a result of my awareness of what is real and how it all 

works. 

In more recent times, I have begun to wonder if the desire for 

knowledge can sometimes border on wanting to be God.  Instead of 

humbling myself to be human, I wonder if I have succumbed to the 

hubris of human knowing.  As I have worked to understand the 

world, even the universe, we live in, I have become more aware of 

how much I do not understand.  I have begun to believe there are 

things beyond our ability to describe, to understand, and to 

manipulate.  I have begun to wonder at the fantastic world of 
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quantum physics, and wonder at how a universe forms from such uncertainties.  I have 

begun to see my own hubris and wonder what it means to think I know.  I wonder at how we 

think we know what we know.  

That may seem a bit abstract and you may wonder what I am getting at.  Well, I find that 

my knowledge does not get me where I thought it was supposed to, that we are limited in our 

knowledge, and that too often knowing seems to lead to arguments about who knows best, 

more, or most correctly.  I have begun to consider, instead, what it means to be one of the 

shades of gray—to be part of the world, yet an individual.   

Reading Galatians, I came across a verse from Paul in Galatians 4.  Paul recognizes there 

are many forces that effect our lives.  One force I’ll identify is the need to be noticed, 

appreciated, and valued by others.  And this force can shape our lives, for good or ill.  I feel 

like it is human to want this recognition.  I think, for me, growing up knowing about things 

and being good at school was a way to do this.  And this may have initiated my thirst for 

being knowledgeable.  Yet, this way of getting attention has its downsides, as well, and does 

not necessarily create strong relationships. 

Getting back to what Paul writes in Galatians 4, he starts to say that we have been slaves 

to a lot of external forces but in knowing God (through Christ) we are free.  But he catches 

himself – it is not really our knowledge of God that frees us.  Instead, to quote Galatians 

(GNT): “or, I should say, now that God knows you.” This seems key to me.  It is not what I 

know, but it is that I am known.  I think knowing is a way of having power over, to be above 

that which one knows about in some way, and can even isolate one from that object which we 

‘know’ all about.  This shade of gray, this slight elevation of self over what one knows about, 

also places a distance between, and this distance can become an aloneness.  

Yet, the human desire to be noticed, appreciated, and valued by others is real.  I wonder 

if some of the ways we try to fulfill this desire don’t bring us to the place we really want to be 

– that is, we can be noticed, appreciated, and valued, but still distant.  I wonder if what we 

really want is to be known.  I wonder if being known through the grace of real love doesn’t 

give a new definition to being alive.  Perhaps, the most pernicious element of racism and of 

making someone the ‘other’ is suggesting the other is not worth being known.  Jesus seems 

to attend to people in ways that let them know they are known.  This care for the other is the 

exact opposite of racism and bigotry.  And, this being known is, I suspect, what all of us 

need.  From a place of being known, I suspect we are more able to extend a caring grace to 

one another.  And, caring grace may lead us to discover the child of God in the person before 

us and move beyond the othering that is so easy to do.  

God is not only creator and sustainer of all that is, God knows each of us.  We are known 

and loved through a grace and peace that goes beyond all understanding.  I am still learning 

what it means to live as one known rather than one that knows.  I think this shift does 

change the way I see the world.  I think I can even begin to see the wonder in shades of 

gray. 

Grace and peace, 

Norman 

From the Pastor   ...continued from Page 1 

February 2020  Page 2  



Mary Robinson joined FPC after church shopping when she came to Moscow in 1992 from 
Houston, Texas.  She was drawn by the youth programs and the sense of church family.  For 
Mary, that turned out to be oh so true.  She and Jim met at FPC and have been married 23 
years!  

Mary has served our church as a deacon, on the nominating committee, as a youth leader, 
in the choir, and as we know today, with her heavenly flute music on Praise Team.  She has 
served as a Stephen Minister since the program began, 
with a few breaks between care receivers, and is 
currently actively serving as a Stephen Minister. 

Mary retired two years ago from her job as an X-Ray 
Technician at Palouse Medical in Pullman, where she 
occasionally still fills in.  She walks (up to six miles!) 
regularly with her dog Kallie, and sometimes Jim.  She 
loves to travel in their RV throughout the West, and to 
visit with her family, including 4 children, 9 
grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild. 

Mary has played flute since 6th grade.  It took her 
awhile to even get a sound out, but now her flute music is her way to praise God.  She enjoys, 
listening to Christian music and biking.  True to her Texas roots, her favorite foods are BBQ 
and Tex/Mex.   

Mary’s favorite scripture is 1 Corinthians 1:1-13, a celebration of love!  Mary so appreciates 
her FPC family and is grateful every day for the ways in which the Holy Spirit has touched her 
life. 

~ Dianne Daley Laursen 

We are pleased to have Scouts from both of our Troops — Troop 344 (boys) and our new 

Troop 333 (girls) — assisting in worship on Scout Sunday, February 9.  The 

scouts will be having a bake sale before and after the service to raise funds 

for scouting activities and equipment.  The funds will be divided equally 

between the two troops. 

Proceeds from the bake sale will help T344 get to Camp Melita Island  
for summer camp in Montana.  They intend to rent a passenger van to get 
most of the boys there, and tour through Glacier National Park prior to Camp. 

T333 will be returning to Camp Grizzly this summer, and funds from this 
bake sale will help cover camp fees. 

Please support our Scouts by purchasing scratch made baked goods, including gluten free 
options, on Scout Sunday. 

Deacons’ Spotlight 

Scout Sunday and Bake Sale February 9 

News & Views Page 3  

Left: Troop 344’s 
newest Eagle Scouts, 
Sam Greig (left) and 
Mattias Cornwall. 

Right: Troop 333’s 
spring officers 
are sworn in by 
Scoutmaster 
Shelly Hanks 
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Carol Renfrew Circle will meet Thursday, February 27, at 1:30 p.m., in the library to continue 
our Horizon's Bible study, God's Promise. . . I Am With You.  Please read Lesson Five, God with Us 
When We're Powerless.  Primary Scripture is 2 Chronicles 20:1-30; Deuteronomy 20:1-4.  Sally 
Amador will be hostess.  Martha Hunt will lead the lesson.  All women are welcome to come for 
Bible study and fellowship. 

College and Alumnae members of Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI) invite you this year's WOMEN 
COMPOSER CONCERT on Saturday, February 22nd at 4:00 pm in Haddock Hall of the University of 
Idaho's music building.  This program features college, alumnae and UI faculty members 
performing works by women composers of the past and present.  The hour-long program includes 
music for solo voice, piano, tuba, guitar, organ, vocal quartet with saxophone and bassoon, and 
marimba.  There is no admission fee, however donations are welcomed in support of Sigma Alpha 
Iota philanthropies.  All are invited to greet the performers and enjoy refreshments in the lobby 
following the performances.  

The Latah Recovery Center Fundraising Breakfast is planned for Thursday, March 5, from 
7:00-8:15 a.m. at the University Inn Best Western in Moscow.  The guest speaker will be the 
statewide head of Recovery Idaho, Norma Jaeger.  Donations will be requested to support local 
people in recovery.  The LRC is a valuable addition to our community, providing positive, pro-
active programs to help our neighbors.  They have also partnered with the Rural Crisis Network to 
provide a 24/7 Crisis Center in Moscow.  If you would like to attend the breakfast, contact Jackie 
Wallis at jackiewallis407@gmail.com.  If you are not able to attend, donations may be sent to the 
Latah Recovery Center, 531 S. Main St. #B, Moscow ID 83843. 

 
 
 

As of December 31, 2019 
 
    December     YTD 

Receipts $ 31,058 $ 288,011 
Disbursements $ 28,937 $ 301,855 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($13,844) 

Cash Balance  
(checking/savings)  $35,903 

Finance Report 

 

 

 

 
 

February 26 

5:30—6:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary 

At the beginning of each calendar year, 
we as a church are required to pay a per 
capita assessment to Presbyterian Church 
(USA) based on the number of people on 
our membership roll.  The per capita 
assessment helps cover the overhead 
expenses and supports the administrative 
and operational costs of the Presbytery, 
Synod, and General Assembly.   

We are asking you to consider 
contributing toward this assessment.  The 
amount for 2020 is the same as last year, 
$36.00 per enrolled member. 

If you are able to contribute toward this 
cost, please mail your check to the church 
or place your check in the offering plate 
(look for the blue envelopes in the pew 
racks).  Checks should be made out to First 
Presbyterian Church with the notation “per 
capita” in the memo line.  You may also 
contribute online at tith.ly.com 

Questions about your membership 
status may be directed to the church office 
208-882-4122 or office@fpcmoscow.org.   

GIVING 

mailto:jackiewallis407@gmail.com
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/982246
mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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Are you interested in meeting with Pastor Norman 
to learn more about becoming a member of First 
Presbyterian Church?  He is planning to get a group 
together on Saturday, February 8, from 9 a.m. to noon 
to explore what it means to be a member of 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and Moscow First 
Presbyterian Church in particular.  If you are interested 
in attending, or would like more information, contact 
Pastor Norman today at fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 
or call the church office at 208-882-4122. 

Interested in Exploring Membership in First Presbyterian? 

All are welcome to come to our popular Wednesday Suppers.  Supper is served in 
Fellowship Hall starting at 6 p.m.  Wednesday Suppers are a good opportunity to enjoy a 
hot home-style meal and have some interesting conversations with friends, new and old.  
Bring your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  Dinner is free, but donations are 
always welcome.  Here’s what’s cooking this month: 

February  5 —  Comfort Casseroles, Baked Goulash, Salad, Bread, Fruit, and 
Dessert, hosted by the Deacons 

February 12 — Yankee Doodle Dandy: Cinnamon Dusted Chicken 
Thighs, 3 Cheese Risotto, Williamsburg Coleslaw, 
Biscuits & honey, and George Washington Bread 
Pudding with Vanilla Sauce , prepared by John 
Farbo and crew.  

February 19 — perfect for a cold winter night, Soups and Stews 
with Salads, bread, and dessert, prepared by Bill 
Ward, Susan Billin, and Linda Fleener 

February 26 — Baked Ziti Pasta, Salad, Bread, and Dessert, prepared by Marissa Rudley, 
Ames & Delaney Elliandi, and Donan Nealon  

Wednesday Supper Fellowship — February Menus 

Library Volunteers Needed 

We have had a large number of books donated to our church library and are in serious 

need of two or three volunteers to help sort through the books, give away duplicates, and 

catalog the keepers so that we can add them to our book catalog and put them on our 

shelves.  Our books are cataloged according to the Library of 

Congress system, which we can reference online in order to assign 

the correct designation to each book.  Training provided.  It’s really 

not very complicated; it just takes time and willing hands.  We have 

all the materials we need to label the books and get them ready to be 

checked out.  Librarians will also check in and reshelf returned books, 

and track down overdue items.  If you might be interested, talk with 

Kathy in the office for more information.  

mailto:fpcpastornorman@gmail.com?subject=membership%20class
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The annual meeting of Lael, Inc. was 
held on January 26.  The main order of 
business was the election of Board 
members for the Class of 2022: Corrine 
Carey, Andy Johansen, and Dakota 
Wallen.  They join Board members Ed 
Schaper, Bill Ward, Dennis Ferguson, 
Ames Elliandi, Warren Case, and Neal 
Wallen, board president. 

This spring, the Lael Board will be 
working on a strategic long-range plan 
for Lael Retreat Center, to identify and 
prioritize improvements to the property 
and buildings.  The hope is that future 
boards will benefit from having a written 
plan outlining the vision for Lael and an 
orderly path laid out to achieve that 
vision.   

As part of this planning process, the 
Board is soliciting input from users of 
Lael.  If you would like to help, please jot 
down your thoughts on the following 
questions and submit them to the church 
office or by email to amesff@gmail.com) 
by February 10: 

• What is a favorite memory or an 
impression you have of Lael? 

• What is a hope/dream you have 
for Lael? 

• How would you like to use Lael? 

Thank you for sharing your vision. 

Lael News 

Welcome, New Elders and Deacons! 

At our annual meeting on January 26, we elected a number of new 

Elders and Deacons, who will be ordained and installed on February 9.  

Congratulations and thanks to newly elected and re-elected Elders 

Delaney Elliandi, Mike Scott, Davin Carr-Chellman, Mary Read, Jon Van 

Gerpen, and Jacob Wells, and Deacons Pat Carey, Mary Stormo, Mary Jo 

Van Gerpen, and Lauren Wenny. 

Special thanks to outgoing elder Donan Nealon and outgoing deacons 

Verna Bergmann, Dianne Daley Laursen, Linda Fleener, and Suzie Trail.  

These officers have served their terms faithfully and we appreciate their 

excellent work, dedication, and caring hearts. 

We also elected Members-at-Large to the 2020 Nominating Committee.  Thanks to Julie 

Hopper, Karen Huntington, Dianne Daley Laursen, and Kathy Warren for answering this call. 

Lael 
lay'-el (Hebrew: "belonging to God") 

 
Lael is an 80-acre retreat center located a few miles 
east of Troy, Idaho.  Lael is a place that brings us 
closer to God and his creation; where beauty and 
nature abound.  Lael’s forests, meadows, and trails 
provide visitors with a chance to walk and explore its 
peaceful beauty.  Lael’s facilities provide a 
comfortable and inspirational setting for gatherings, 
weddings, meals, and overnight stays.  The facility is 
open between Easter and late October and may be 
reserved by contacting the First Presbyterian Church 
office or one of the Lael Board members. 

Learn more and see photos at these links: 

Website:  http://fpcmoscow.org/lael.htm 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/laelinc/ 

mailto:amesff@gmail.com?subject=Lael%20Visioning
http://fpcmoscow.org/lael.htm
https://www.facebook.com/laelinc/
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Updated Church Directory of Members and Friends Coming Soon! 
 ...Please Update Your Contact Information and Send Pictures! 

 

Are you new to First Presbyterian Church?   

If you attend regularly and feel you are part of our church family, we would like to include 

you in our new directory of members and friends.  The directory is for members and 

regular attendees of First Presbyterian Church and will not be distributed outside the 

congregation.  We will need the information listed below, along with a photo (which is a 

great help in getting to know each other) as described below.  Include the month and day 

of your birthday to be included on the birthday list. 

Been here a while? 

Have you moved, disconnected your land line in favor of cell 

service, or changed your email address?  Please be sure we have 

your current contact information by emailing your contact info to 

the church office at office@fpcmoscow.org.  Or you may note the 

information on the form below and drop it in the offering plate or 

mail it to the church by February 26.   

Photos 

Photos of each individual or family will be included in our church 

directory.  If you would like to have an updated photo in the 

directory, as well as on the photo board in the narthex, please send a recent photo to the 

church office by February 26.  This is especially important if you have young children, 

who grow and change quickly.  Ideally, a digital photo sent by email would be best, but 

we can also scan printed photos.  If you need to have a photo taken, please contact the 

office to make arrangements.   

Thank you for your input for the directory.   

We want to have correct information for the new church directory which will be coming 

out this month, and we hope to hear from everyone by the end of the month.   

 

 

Household information: 

Names     

Address  City    Zip   

Main phone  Children   

Please enter information for each adult in household as you would like it to appear in the church directory: 

Name  Name  

Cell phone   Cell Phone   

E-mail   E-mail   

___ I will submit a new photo     ___ Use the photo from the photo board     ___ I/We need a photo taken 

mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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Valentine's Day Party, Feb 7th, 6-8 pm 

Looking for an opportunity for your kids to make some fun, crafty 
Valentine's?  Come on down to Fellowship hall!  Crafts, pizza, and 
chocolate provided.  Invite your friends.  

 

Parents Night Out, Feb 15, 5-8 pm 

Need a night away?  Drop off your kiddos at the church from 5-8 pm… 
have a date, time to clean, time to nap, or whatever you need! 

 

Youth Group 

Youth Group will be held every Wednesday of the school year at 6pm. 
Dinner always provided.  

 

Volunteers Shout Out 

Caitlyn Probasco and Harper Wallen are consistent volunteers with the 
Youth.  They are helpful participants in conversation, and model faith 
being lived after college.  I so appreciate their partnership! 

 

“After College” Community 

I have been meeting about twice a month with recent college graduates 
in our church.  The conversations have been full of life, humor, and just 
a bit of angst. J  If you know anyone who would benefit from joining 
us, let me know! 

  

Jeremiah Nealon, Director of Family Ministry   aslanscountry@gmail.com

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
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February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2-4 p.m. Dale 
Everson 
Birthday party at 

Best Western 

2 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship 

(communion) 

4p FNB Community 

dinner 

3 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

4 

9a MCC 

 

6p Stephen  

Ministers 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

5 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Group 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Project Group 

12:30p FOON 

5:30p Taizé service 

6p Supper Fellowship 

6:30p Youth Group 

7p Chancel Choir 

6 

6:30a Men’s 
breakfast & Bible 
study @ Shari’s 

Restaurant 

 

6:30p Praise Team 

7 

 

6-8p Kids 

Valentine party 

 

8 

 

9a-1p Church 
Membership 

Class 

9 

SCOUT SUNDAY 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship 

(install new officers) 

4p FNB Community 

dinner 

10 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

11 

9a MCC 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

12 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Group 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Project Group 

12:30p FOON 

5:30p Taizé service 

6p Supper Fellowship 

6:30p Youth Group 

7p Chancel Choir 

13 

6:30a Men’s 
breakfast & Bible 
study @ Shari’s 

Restaurant 

 

6:30p Praise Team 

14 

 

15 

 

9a-1p Lael Board 

in the library 

 

5p-8p Parents’ 

Night Out 

16 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship 

(communion) 

4p FNB Community 

dinner 

17 

 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

6:30p Deacon 

orientation 

7p Deacons 

18 

9a MCC 

 

3:30p Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6p Stephen  

Ministers 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

19 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Group 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Project Group 

12:30p FOON 

5:30p Taizé service 

6p Supper Fellowship 

6:30p Youth Group 

7p Chancel Choir 

20 

6:30a Men’s 
breakfast & Bible 
study @ Shari’s 

Restaurant 

 

6:30p Praise Team 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship 

(communion) 

4p FNB Community 

dinner 

24 

 

6p Strategic 
Planning 

Team 

7p Session 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

25 

9a MCC 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

26 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

10a Women’s Bible 

Project Group 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Project Group 

12:30p FOON 

5:30p Ash Wednesday 

      Taizé service 

6p Supper Fellowship 

6:30p Youth Group 

7p Chancel Choir 

27 

6:30a Men’s 
breakfast & Bible 
study @ Shari’s 

Restaurant 

 

1:30p Carol  
Renfrew  

Women’s Circle 

6:30p Praise Team 

 

28 

 

29 

 

Cashmere High Band  

here for Jazz Fest 



First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by coffee fellowship 

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 


