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     Each year we come from our celebration of 

Thanksgiving right into Advent.  Thanksgiving is a great 

time to remember what we are thankful for.  The 

history of Thanksgiving, often portrayed as a peaceful 

and helpful coexistence of Native Americans and newly 

arrived Europeans, is more contested these days.  Early 

presidents did not always declare a day of Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving became a federal holiday in 1863, during the 

American Civil War, when Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national 

day of "Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who 

dwelleth in the Heavens," to be celebrated on the last Thursday in 

November.  This seems to have been an attempt to bring a warring 

nation together.  We continue to think of the holiday as a time to 

think together about what we can be thankful for and to come 

together around a meal that symbolizes the harvest, giving our 

thanks for the cornucopia of food available to us today.  While in 

Lincoln’s declaration it was clear God was the source of all for which 

we are thankful, only our churches seem to hold on to this reality.  

This valuable activity of noticing what we might be thankful for 

reminds us of the foundational role of our God in enabling us to 

live, and move, and have being.  We generally can look at our lives 

and recognize our blessings.  Perhaps, even more importantly, we 

might recognize how we are invited to be a blessing and a reason 

for thanksgiving for others.  Even as we give thanks, we recognize 

the way our thanks teaches us how we might ensure others have 

reason to give thanks as well. 

Giving thanks helps us see the beautiful and the positive 

aspects of our lives.  This often has a side effect of showing us the 

contrast between the things we can be thankful for and those which 

we are not.  I believe it is important to take time to focus on those 

things for which we are able to give thanks.  This exercise can also 

help us see the struggles, divisions, and suffering in our world.  

Which surprisingly enough leads us to Advent.   

We typically think of Advent as simply the preparation for 

Christmas – a way to extend Christmas across most of December.  
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The church office will be 
closed from December 23 
until January 5.  We will be 
checking phone messages 
and email, so please leave 
a message and we will get 
back to you as soon as 
possible. Merry Christmas! 



Traditionally, Advent was more a time to accept the struggles of the 

present and recognize our need for help and a solution to the way the 

world seems to be spinning out of control.  Many of the verses the 

lectionary uses point to the second coming of Christ and the descent into 

chaos that precedes this event.  In a world with so much negative news, 

ideological divisions, and looming crises, perhaps we can feel the 

traditional place of Advent just as easily as bringing to mind what we are 

thankful for.   

One advantage of Thanksgiving just before Advent is that we are 

reminded of the foundation of hope even in the midst of chaos.  We are 

reminded of the creator and how our creator does provide opportunity and 

provision.  Advent, too, begins with hope in the steadfast love of God and 

the power to bring change and express peace.  Concerns and struggles 

perhaps heighten the way we look to God for our salvation and a way 

forward together.  We can look again to how God is coming into the world 

with hope, peace, joy and love, so that we might be renewed and remade.   

May God bless you with grace and peace this Advent season, 

Norman 

From the Pastor   ...continued from Page 1 
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Are you grieving the loss of a loved one this holiday season?   

Do the holidays create stress or sadness rather than joy?   

In recognition of the challenges you may be facing,  

you are invited to attend an inter-denominational 

Service of Remembrance  

Tuesday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m. 

Moscow First Presbyterian Church 

Hope and comfort will be offered through special music, scripture, prayer, 

remembering, and a time for fellowship and refreshments.   

Stephen Ministers will be available for those who would like someone to  

talk to or pray with.  For more information, call 208-882-4122. 

Taizé 

Schedule 

Taizé worship 

will continue 

through 

December 18.   

It will resume 

again in mid-

January.  

 

Wednesday 

Supper 

Fellowship 

returns 

January 29 



HANGING OF THE GREENS DECEMBER 1  During 10:30 

a.m. worship on the First Sunday of Advent, the congregation 

will participate in the “hanging of the greens” by bringing in 

poinsettias, hanging wreaths and adding Chrismons to the tree 

in the sanctuary.  We will remember the meaning behind the 

decorations, and begin to prepare our hearts for Christmas.   

DEACONS’ BENEVOLENCE SUNDAY DECEMBER 1   On the first Sunday of December, the 

loose offering will go to the Deacons’ Benevolence Fund for the benefit of Community Action 

Partnership, a local agency that helps families in our community with clothing, gas, rent, and 

other needs.  Also, donations of non-perishable food for the Moscow Food Bank are welcome. 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  It is the tradition in our church to begin each Sunday worship 

service with the lighting of the Advent candles.  We need candle lighters for December 8 and 

22.  If you and your spouse, family, or a group of friends would like to light candles for worship 

on one of these Sundays, please sign up on the sheet on the office window as soon as 

possible.  Readings will be provided in advance.   

FPC ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available in the narthex.  The devotions were 

prepared by elders, deacons, staff, and Stephen Ministers for our use during Advent.  Pick one 

up in the narthex.  Also available is the winter issue of Our Daily Bread devotion booklets. 
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January 5 is “Gifts Sunday” 

Our Epiphany Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. will include the offering of 

“gifts” from congregation members in the form of music, poetry, story, dance, 

or other art forms.  If you would like to share your gifts and talents in worship 

as an offering to Christ, contact the church office at 208-882-4122 or 

office@fpcmoscow.org before December 19.  Adult classes, Sunday School, 

and nursery care resume Jan. 12.  January communion will be January 12. 

Sundays of the Season 

Dec. 1—Hanging of the Greens, Deacons’ 

Benevolence offering for Community 

Action Partnership 

Dec. 8—Communion 

Dec. 15—10:30 worship 

Join Pastor Norman for nursing home 

services and caroling at 2 p.m. (Aspen) 

and/or 3 p.m. (Good Samaritan Village) 

Dec. 22—10:30 worship, Joy Offering   

(last day of Sunday School until Jan. 12) 

Dec. 29—10:30 worship with carol singing 

(No Sunday School or nursery care) 

Jan. 5—10:30 worship, “Gifts” Sunday 

(communion postponed to January 12) 

Christmas Eve at FPC 

All are invited to celebrate Christ’s birth 

at one or both of our Christmas Eve services 

on December 24th: 

5:30 p.m.  This family-friendly 

service will include carols 

led by Chelsea Feeney, and 

a Godly Play-inspired, kid-

friendly message. 

9:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 

of Lessons and Carols will 

include scripture, carols, 

and music by our Chancel 

Choir. 

mailto:office@fpcmoscow.org
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INVITATION TO CAMPUS CHRISTIAN CENTER PARTY  Rev. Dawn Beamish, Director of the 

Campus Christian Center, invites our congregation to join with U of I students in the CCC 

Christmas Party “Murder at the Ugly Christmas Sweater Party” on Friday, December 6, 2019, at 

4:30 p.m.  This is a finger-food potluck.  Dawn is also seeking some helpers for the party:  

 3 persons for set up on Friday Dec. 6th at 3:30 p.m. 

 3 persons for clean up on Friday Dec. 6th from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

If you are able to help, R.S.V.P. to Dawn at the Campus Christian Center at 208-882-2536.  Thank 

you to our church for its generosity and for all of the ways it lifts up The Center through prayers, 

gifts and service.  Our church and other member churches are impacting student lives in 

significant ways!  

 

TAPESTRY WOMEN’S CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT DECEMBER 6 at Moscow First 

Presbyterian Church at 7:30 p.m.  All are invited to come enjoy songs of the season.  The concert 

will be repeated on Saturday, December 7, 7:30 p.m., at St. James Episcopal Church in Pullman. 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at St. Mark's Episcopal Church fellowship hall, 111 S Jefferson, 

Moscow, on Tuesday 12/3 from 11:45 a.m. to 5:45 p.m., and Wednesday, 12/4 from 8:00 a.m. to 

1:15 p.m.  Schedule an appointment online at www.redcrossblood.org, sponsor code: moscow or 

contact Sally Amador at 208-874-8111.  Donors are eligible for a $5 amazon.com gift card.this 

month only. 

 

CAROL RENFREW CIRCLE will not meet in December, but will pick up again on January 23rd.   

PALOUSE CHORAL SOCIETY presents “Peace on Earth” at St. Boniface Catholic Church in 

Uniontown, WA.  Concerts are Saturday, December 14 at 6 p.m. and Sunday, December 15 at 4 

p.m.  The concert will feature the Chorale, Chamber Choir, and Children’s Choir.  Tickets are $20 

for adults, $8 for students, children under 12 are free.  Tickets may be purchased at https://

www.palousechoralsociety.org/product/2019-2020-concert-ii-peace-on-earth/ 

 

YEAR-END REMINDER  The Finance Team would like to encourage everyone to ensure they have 

fulfilled their pledges for this year.  Your pledge matters!  Year to date pledge income as of 10/31 

is $15,792 below what was expected, approximately the same as the deficit shown in the finance 

report below.  Please note that in order for your gifts to be counted for 2019, they MUST be 

received in the church office or put in the offering plate no later than the end of worship on 

December 29.  Contributions received after this deadline will be counted for 2020.  If you have 

questions about the status of your pledge, please contact John Farbo, 208-882-4122. 

ANNUAL REPORTS from ministry teams are due in the church office no later than January 14.    

Community Christmas Festival 
and Day of Music 

Sunday, December 8 at 3:00 pm  

2600 West A St, Moscow, Idaho 

Concerts featuring musicians 

from area churches 

at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

(FPC’s Chancel Choir will 

participate at 3 p.m. concert) 

Nativities Display 

Stable Room Family Photos 

Christ Room  

 

As of October 31, 2019 

 

    October     YTD 

Receipts $ 19,736* $ 220,578 

Disbursements $ 24,865 $ 236,243 

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($15,665) 

Cash Balance  

(checking/savings)  $5,227 

*includes 1/12 of prepaid pledges  

   for 2019 @ $19,600 

Finance Report 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
https://www.palousechoralsociety.org/product/2019-2020-concert-ii-peace-on-earth/
https://www.palousechoralsociety.org/product/2019-2020-concert-ii-peace-on-earth/
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A Perfect Gift this Advent Season 

In the lead up to Christmas, many of us spend time in search of the perfect gift—the gift 

that communicates to friends and family how much we know and love them.  We search our 

memories for indications of what 

gift might cause the faces of our 

loved ones to light up.  We scour 

the stores and shops, hoping to 

come across the thing that will 

communicate a depth of love that 

our words cannot. 

As important as gifts to loved 

ones are, we have an opportunity 

to give gifts that help many people 

we do not know through the 

Christmas Joy Offering.  These gifts in particular draw us back to the manger and God’s 

perfect gift to us—Jesus Christ.  Jesus came to live among us, bringing light into darkness, 

and reconciliation to God and to one another.  A perfect gift from a gracious God.  

    The Christmas Joy Offering has been a 

cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 

1930s.  The Offering distributes gifts 

equally to support past, present and 

future church workers, and to prepare 

the way for future leaders. 

    The Assistance Program of the Board 

of Pensions provides critical financial 

support to current or retired church 

workers and their families through gifts 

and grants to assist with unforeseen 

circumstances such as illness, accidents, 

long-term care needs, and other 

challenges. 

    Support for Presbyterian-related 

schools and colleges provides education 

and leadership development while 

nurturing racial and ethnic heritage and 

preparing future leaders to serve the 

church and society.  Institutions 

supported are Menaul School in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico; Presbyterian 

Pan American School in Kingsville, 

Texas; and Stillman College in 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  This has been a 

Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 

years. 

    See the box at left for ways you can 

give to this special offering in support of 

those who have dedicated their lives in 

service to God, and those students who 

will do so in the future.  Together we can 

make a difference. 

 

THREE WAYS TO GIVE 

 

 

Through our church, by check (made out to 

FPC with JOY in the memo line), cash (look 

for special offering envelopes in pew racks), 

or Tithe.ly online giving from app or our 

website: fpcmoscow.org 

 

 

Text JOY to 20222 to give $10 

 

 

www.presbyterianmission.org/give/

christmasjoy 

(Be sure to provide the name of our church 

so MFPC will receive credit for your gift. 

http://fpcmoscow.org
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy
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We had a large group of families to host in November, and our FPC community really pulled 

together to help in big ways.  Thank you to all who brought in needed clothing items!  When 

delivering and sorting the clothing at the Family 

Promise Day Center, I had the opportunity to see 

the grateful smiles from three mothers and some 

excited giggles from a number of the children as 

they received your generous donations.  And 

thank you to our volunteer hosting team!  It was 

a real joy to see all of the volunteer slots fill up a 

full week before the families arrived.  The meals 

cooked, setup, take down, laundry, evening & 

overnight hosting, along with the clothing and 

monetary donations throughout the year, and especially your caring hearts are appreciated and 

contribute to life changing action for these families.  Thank you to the FPC youth, and all of the 

groups that make accommodations in the use of the lower level to make room for Family Promise. 

Thank you all - and watch for year end giving opportunities in the coming weeks.   

Our next Host Week is right around the corner, January 19-26!  I look forward to serving with 

you all in 2020!  Merry Christmas! 

Mary Read, FPC Family Promise Coordinator 

With Gratitude! 

We have closed Lael for the season, shutting off the 

water pump, clearing the water lines, and locking up the 

buildings.  We just want everyone to know that if you would 

still like to hike around the grounds, have a picnic, or play in 

the snow, you are welcome to do so. 

We completed several projects this year.  New blinds 

were installed in the chapel (below left).  A new, enlarged 

parking area was graded and graveled (below right). And 

top right is one of the 35 newly planted pine trees. 

Lael Update 



Thank you to Chelsea Feeney and 

David Roon for entertaining us with their 

wonderful music on November 16.  It was 

a fun evening for a good cause, and 

everyone in attendance enjoyed a casual 

evening of music and delicious desserts 

provided and served by a fantastic crew of 

volunteers. 

This event was a fundraiser to kick off 

our Safe Church Project, and donations 

exceeded $1,400!  Thanks, everyone! 

Successful Sweet Music Saturday 
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The poinsettias brightening our church during Advent were lovingly donated by: 

 

Sally Amador (1) – in memory of my brother, Charles Reed 

Ali & Davin Carr-Chellman (3) – dedicated to our children, Asher, Jules, & Aila; and in memory 

of Jack & Susan Keck, and Richard & Patricia Carr 

Jean Currin (1) – in memory of Roberta & Dan Crimmins Sr., and Kenneth Currin 

Daley Laursen Family (1) – in memory of Myrna Kay Daley, beloved mother and grandmother 

Linda and Frank Fleener (2) – in memory of our parents 

Karen Huntington (2) – in memory of Bryan Huntington, and my parents Ruth & Woodrow 

Johnson 

Andy & Ellen Johansen (3) – in memory of our parents, Keith & Barbara Johansen and Maurice 

& Grace Webb; and our friends Eugene & Jan Peterson 

Nadine Morton (2) – in memory of Ron Morton, and dedicated to Rev. Norman Fowler & Helen 

Brown 

Sharon Royce (2) – in memory of David Spratling, Jr. and Chuck Royce 

Keith & Mary Stormo (2) – in memory of Keith’s parents, Charles & Helen Stormo; and in 

memory of George Oberlander and dedicated to Fayne Oberlander, Mary’s parents 

Suzie Trail (2) – in memory of Floyd, Louise, and David Trail; and Glen & Elsa Eisinger Shern 

Jon & Mary Jo Van Gerpen (1) – in memory of Frank Bro and Neal Bro 

Kathy Warren (1) – in memory of Jon Warren 

Lauren Wenny (1) – in memory of Dave Wenny and dedicated to his grandsons, Owen & Henry 

June Witt (1) – in memory of my father, Otto Broenneke  
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DIY Gift Night December 13 

What's the most magical night of 2019??? 

Parent's Night Out/Kids DIY Gifts on Friday, December 13. 

This night of Christmas crafting, cookies, and cocoa will be fun for kids 

and parents alike.  Parents, take the night off (6:00-8:30 pm) and let 

us help your child(ren) have fun making gifts you'll love. 

 

Supply Donations Needed (by 12/11) 

Spices, Bulldog clips, wrapping paper, gift bags, used/new youth t-shirts, 40 sugar cookies 

(unfrosted), frosting & sprinkles, acrylic paint.  Call/Text Liz Lincoln 510-926-1864. 

 

Hands/Helpers Needed* (5:30-8:45pm) 

Photo Display Gift: 3 people 

Spice Gift: 2 people 

T-shirt Gift: 2 people 

Ornament Table: 1 person 

Floater: 1-2 people 

Heat Gun Operator: 1 person 

*Volunteers will attend a brief training after church 12/8 for an overview of their role. 

 

Parents Night Out, December 21 - Need time for some last minute Christmas shopping or gift 

wrapping?  We will be partnering again with the Unitarian Universalist Church from 1-4pm at their 

Yellow House. This special afternoon PNO is designed to help families have space for their last 

minute Christmas needs.   

Sunday School - Sunday School classes for children, youth, and adults will not be held on 

December 29th and January 5th.   

Youth Group - Youth Group will continue to meet through December 18th, then will be on hiatus 

until January 8th. Reminder: On youth group nights, there will always be a meal at 6pm for Youth.  

Youth Choir - David Roon is teaching our kids some wonderful Christmas music that they are 

eager to share with the Church!  We are working on either December 15 or 22 for our special 

musical gift.   

Christmas Eve Service - The Family Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:30pm.  Chelsea Feeney 

will provide music, and the teaching will be interactive and Godly Play-inspired.  

Jeremiah Nealon, Director of Family Ministry   aslanscountry@gmail.com   

mailto:aslanscountry@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Advent I 

Hanging of 

the Greens 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship—

Hanging Greens 

2 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

3 

9a MCC 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

 

7p Service of 

Remembrance 

4 

10a Women’s Bible 

Proj. Grp. 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Proj. Grp. 

5:30p Taizé 

6p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

5 

6:30a Men’s Group 

@ Shari’s. 

12:30p FOON 

6:30p Praise Team 

6 

 

7:30p Tapestry 
Women’s Choir 

Concert 

7 

8  Advent II 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship—

communion 

11:45a DIY Night 

volunteers mtg. 

9 

7p Joint 
Session/
Deacons 
dinner & 

meeting 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

10 

9a MCC 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

11 

10a Women’s Bible 

Proj. Grp. 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Proj. Grp. 

5:30p Taizé 

6p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

12 

6:30a Men’s Group 

@ Shari’s. 

12:30p FOON 

6:30p Praise Team 

13 

4:30p Wedding 

rehearsal 

 

6p Kids’ DIY Night 

14 

4:00p Kapuscak/
Stocker 

Wedding  

15  Advent III 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship 

2p Nursing Home 
services & 

caroling 

16 

 

7p Scouts BSA 

T344 (boys) 

17 

3:30p Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6p Stephen 

Ministers 

7p Scouts BSA 

T333 (girls) 

18 

10a Women’s Bible 

Proj. Grp. 

10:30a Men’s Bible 

Proj. Grp. 

5:30p Taizé 

6p Youth Group 

7p Choir 

19 

6:30a Men’s Group 

@ Shari’s. 

12:30p FOON 

5:30p Lael Board 

6:30p Praise Team 

20 21 

1-4p Parents’ 
Afternoon 

Out at UUC 

22 Advent IV 

Christmas 

Joy Offering 

9:15a Sunday School 

for all ages 

10:30a Worship 

12p Dress rehearsal 

for Christmas Eve 

23 

 

Office 

Closed 

24   

Christmas 

Eve 

5:30p  Family 

Service 

9p Service of 
Lessons and 

Carols 

25 

Christmas 

Day 

26 27 28 

29 

10:30a Worship 

 

Sunday School 

returns Jan. 12 

30 31     

December 2019 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

Coming up in January: 

January 5—Epiphany “Gifts Sunday”            January 12—Communion           January 19-25—Family Promise Host Week 



First Presbyterian Church 
“Growing in Christ” 

 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by coffee fellowship 

Sunday School for all ages 9:15 a.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Pastor Norman Fowler 

fpcpastornorman@gmail.com 

405 South Van Buren Street 

Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Phone: 208-882-4122 

E-mail: office@fpcmoscow.org 

Facebook: Moscow FPC 

Web: fpcmoscow.org 

In the Mailbox 

We are passing on this information for anyone who might be interested in participating.  This is a 

program of the Moscow School District, and is not affiliated with First Presbyterian Church.   

 

Dear Neighbors, 

The Moscow School District recently announced a partnership with Purposity, a non-profit group that 

provides an app connecting users with one-to-one needs in their community.  Its name comes from 

purpose + generosity, and it’s designed to connect the individual needs of people with neighbors who 

could offer help. 

Purposity allows you to quickly and easily lend a hand to someone right here in Moscow.  By signing 

up, you’re sent just one weekly notification with a specific need for one of our students.  It might be a 

winter jacket for a student in one of our schools or household essentials for a family that lost its 

home in a fire.  Decide if you want to help, and meet a need in just a few clicks, right from your 

phone. 

To be part of the Purposity movement, download the app in the App Store or Google Play, or go to 

www.purposity.com and sign up to be a force for good in the Moscow community.  We need just 500 

users to launch Purposity in Moscow!  Please contact me if you would like more information. 

 

Carrie Brooks, Curriculum Director 

Moscow School District 

brooksc@msd281.org 

208-892-1155 

http://www.purposity.com
mailto:brooksc@msd281.org

